INSIDE:  Christmas  memories  from  South  Asia 
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Asians  Confront 
Domestic  Violence 


Rev.  Cheng  Imm  Tan  addresses  audience  at  a  an^erence  on  domestic  violence 

in  the  Asian  conununity. 


When  an  Asian  woman  who  has 
been  battered  seeks  professional  help, 
you  can  be  sure  she  is  in  serious  trouble. 
A  social  worker  or  a  lawyer  is  the  last 
person  in  the  world  she  would  turn  to. 

For  most  Asian  women,  keeping  the 
family  together,  respecting  the  hus¬ 
band,  and  not  disgracing  herself  or  her 
family  are  the  priorities  in  her  life.  For 
too  many  women,  these  priorities  be¬ 
come  fatal.  In  the  last  year,  three  Asian 
women  in  the  Boston  area  have  died  in 
the  hands  of  abusive  spouses. 

Domestic  violence,  fast  becoming 
the  most  pervasive  violent  crime  in 
America,  is  also  one  of  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  to  prevent  in  immigrant  com- 
mimities,  say  the  experts.  Few  shelters 
offer  bilingual/bicultural  counseling. 
Many  non-English  speaking  women 
don’t  know  about  their  rights. 

Today,  Asian  women  are  cutting 
through  these  barriers  and  taking  the 
issue  of  domestic  violence  into  their 
own  hands.  A  recent  conference  on 
domestic  violence  in  the  Asian  com- 
mimity  brought  together  more  than  140 
advocates  and  supporters  of  Asian 
women  who  experience  battering. 

"Asians  are  dealing  with  domestic 


violence.  We  are  taking  charge  in  our 
own  communities,"  said  Rev.  Cheng 
Imm-Tan,  director  of  the  Asian 
Women’s  Project  and  the  Asian  Task 
Force  Against  Domestic  Violence,  one 
of  the  sponsors  of  the  conference. 

Targetted  to  advocates  who  work  in 
human  services,  the  conference 
covered  both  practical  and  theoretical 
issues  on  domestic  violence.  For  m2uiy 
advocates,  the  conference  was  the  first 
chance  they  had  to  discuss  the  scope  of 
domestic  violence  -  how  it  touches  on 
problems  with  mental  health,  law  en¬ 
forcement,  immigration,  and  culture. 

Many  advocates  readily  admitted 
the  gaps  in  their  own  knowledge,  said 
Tan  in  a  later  interview.  "Some  people 
know  about  Asian  culture,  but  not 
about  domestic  violence,  and  those 
who  know  about  domestic  violence, 
have  questions  about  Asian  women  and 
culture,"  said  Tan. 

"One  thing  I  learned  is  that  the 
Asian  community  is  not  monolithic, 
that  the  community  is  diverse,”  said 
Ted  German,  who  works  with  Emerge, 
a  counseling  program  for  men  who  bat- 

continued  on  page  3 


Chinatown 


by  Edward  Wang 

Recently  formed  city  trust  fund 
committees  in  Chinatown  and  Ro}d)ury 
may  find  $500,000  in  their  Christiiias 
stockings. 

Two  construction  projects  -  One 
Lincoln  Street  and  Ruggles  Center  - 
will  provide  many  happy  returns  in  the 
years  to  come  in  the  form  of  community 
development  and  affordable  housing 
linkage  money. 

The  first  installment  of  $500,000  in 
community  development  money  will  be 
paid  as  soon  as  an  agreement  passes 
through  the  Boston  City  Council,  trans¬ 
ferring  the  city-owned  Kingston-Bed- 


ford  block  to  the  developers, 
Metropolitan/Columbia  Plaza  Ven¬ 
ture,  said  Paul  Chan,  a  Metropolitan 
Structures  representative. 

This  may  happen  as  soon  as  January, 
Chan  ^aid. 

'We  thought  the  community  needed 
the  money,"  he  said.  'We  do  whatever 
we  can  to  help  the  community  out." 

The  recession  has  delayed  construc¬ 
tion  of  One  Lincoln  Street,  but  the 
money  will  still  be  paid  according  to 
plan,  said  Chan. 

One  Lincoln  Street  will  be  a  35-story 
office  building  of  about  1  million 
square  feet  that  will  have  35,000  square 
feet  of  ground-floor  retail  space  built 


on  the  block  bordered  by  Kingston, 
Bedford,  Lincoln  smd  Essex  Streets. 

Chan  said  the  developers  have  lost 
time  but  little  else  by  waiting  for  the 
office  market  to  improve. 

We  haven’t  started  building  it  yet, 
so  we  haven’t  lost  very  much  money,"  he 
said. 

Because  it  takes  time  to  plan  and 
develop  an  office  building,  the  current 
real  estate  market  has  not  been  very 
responsive,  Chan  said. 

Office  space  was  once  very 
profitable,  and  Boston  currently  has 
too  much.  As  a  result,  few  office  build¬ 
ings  are  filled  to  capacity,  Chan  said. 


"If  there  is  eight  years  of  oversupply, 
then  production  should  resume  in  four 
years,"  he  said. 

"All  we  need  is  a  better  economy," 
Chan  added. 

Other  projects  such  as  Boston 
Crossing  and  Commonwealth  Center 
have  failed  due  to  a  low  demand  for 
real  estate,  Chan  said.  "Everyone  else 
has  gone  bankrupt  or  dissolved." 

One  Lincoln  Street  will  provide  $1 
million  this  year  and  $800,000  per  year 
for  the  next  10  years,  split  evenly  be¬ 
tween  Chinatown  and  Roxbury.  The 
Chinatown  Trust  Fund  Committee, 
mandated  by  law,  will  administer 
continued  on  page  3 


Chinese  Wushu  -  timeless  art  in  an  age  of  sport 


by  Catherine  Anderson 

On  a  grey  Sunday  morning 
at  the  Wushu  Institute,  20  five 
to  eight  year-olds  thrust  their 
fists  in  the  air,  counting  from 
one  to  five  in  Cantonese.  Their 
teacher,  martial  arts  expert 
Bow  Sim  Mark,  stands  in 
front,  leading  the  rag-tag 
be^nners  in  turns,  steps,  and 
hand-thrusts. 

Outside,  heavy  rain  beats 
the  pavement.  All  the  children 
are  concentrating  on  the 
movements  coming  next  ex¬ 
cept  for  one  boy,  who  ends  up 


facing  the  wrong  way.  Mark 
casually  sets  him  right.  A  few 
children  giggly  "Sometimes 
you  make  a  mistake,  too,"  she 
reminds  them.  Everyone 
straightens  up  and  continues. 

When  Mark  came  to  the 
United  States  from  China,  she 
had  one  goal  in  mind:  to 
promote  the  practice  of  wushu 
(kimg-fu)  as  a  sport,  and 
educate  the  American  public 
about  its  roots  in  Chinese  cul- 
tme. 

"In  fifteen  years.  I’m  there," 
said  Mark,  the  world 
renowned  teacher,  gold  medal 
winner,  and  founder  of  the 


Chinese  Wushu  Research  In¬ 
stitute.  "People  understand 
that  wushu  is  more  than  self- 
defense.  They  know  it  is  very 
elegant  and  gentle,  and  is  good 
for  your  health."  Mark  teaches 
beginning  and  family  classes  at 
the  Wushu  Institute,  located  in 
Tai  Tung  Village  in 
Chinatown. 

"Most  teachers  at  her  level 
don’t  spend  so  much  time  with 
beginners,"  smd  one  of  her  ad¬ 
vanced  students  who  was 
watching  the  morning  class. 
On  that  Sunday,  Mark  would 
later  teach  an  adult  class  in 
continued  on  page  7 
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Let’s  Work  Together  to  Stop  the  Violence 


by  Rev.  Cheng  Imm  Tan 

Domestic  violence  claims  more  women’s  lives  than  all  other  violent  crimes 
combined.  There  is  a  myth  in  Asian  communities  that  domestic  violence  is  not  an 
Asian  problem.  Twenty  women  in  Massachusetts  have  been  killed  as  a  result  of 
domestic  violence  since  the  start  of  the  year.  Ten  percent  of  these  women  were 
Asian  even  though  the  Asism  population  in  Massachusetts  is  only  about  2% 

By  and  large,  the  fifteen  year  old  battered  women’s  movement  has  bypassed  the 
Asian  community;  and  therefore,  Asian  women  have  lost  out  on  the  outreach, 
advocacy,  and  educational  efforts  of  the  movement.  While  efforts  are  still  being 
made  to  widely  educate  people  that  violence  against  women  is  not  acceptable  under 
any  circumstances,  this  message  has  hardly  reached  the  Asian  communities.  Out¬ 
reach  materials  that  are  linguistically  and  culturally  appropriate  are  scarce.  Bilin¬ 
gual  and  culturally  appropriate  services  to  battered  women  and  children  are 
inadequate  and  treatment  programs  for  batterers  are  largely  nonexistent.  The  lack 
of  these  services  means  that  many  Asian  women  and  children  suffer  in  silence. 

The  read  extent  of  domestic  violence  in  Asian  communities  is  hard  to  fathom. 
Violence  in  the  home  has  not  only  resulted  in  deaths,  it  has  caused  untold  injuries, 
both  physical  and  mental,  which  can  have  far-reaching  implications.  Studies  have 
been  made  which  showed  that  persons  we  consider  to  be  sociad  deviants,  criminals, 
and  gamgsters  were  themselves  victims.  They  have  all  had  a  history  of  being  abused 
or  of  witnessing  abuse  in  the  home.  The  cycle  of  violence  needs  to  be  broken. 

In  one  sense  domestic  violence  is  the  same  everywhere.  A  kick  is  a  kick.  A  slap 
is  a  slap.  A  stab  is  a  stab.  A  batterer’s  need  to  control,  mamipulate,  emotionally 


abuse  amd  amd  blame  the  victim  maybe  the  same  in  aU  communities.  However,  there 
are  particular  issues  and  obstacles  that  Asiam  women  face.  Understanding  what 
these  are  will  affect  our  response  to  domestic  violence  in  the  Asian  commimities. 
We  will  have  to  craft  new  responses  specific  to  the  needs  of  Asian  women  and 
children. 

None  of  us  have  all  the  resources  to  respond  effectively  to  those  who  experience 
domestic  violence.  We  need  to  figure  out  how  we  can  help  each  other,  how  we  can 
work  together  to  address  the  things  that  fall  through  the  cracks. 

As  a  follow-up  to  our  conference,  "Domestic  Violence  in  Asian  Communities: 
A  Collective  Response,"  we  will  be  holding  separate  focus  groups.  We  invite 
community  leaders  amd  organizations,  health  workers,  shelter  providers,  and  law 
enforcement  people  to  identify  their  struggles  amd  resources  in  provdding  effective 
services.  At  the  end  of  next  year  we  will  bring  everyone  back  together  agaun  for 
another  strategizing  conference. 

Your  active  concern  about  domestic  violence  amd  your  willingness  to  do  some¬ 
thing  about  it  is  a  beacon  of  hope  for  adl  women  amd  their  children  who  experience 
abuse. 

If  you  have  an  opinion  or  concern  you  would  like  to  share  with  Sampan  readers, 
please  write  to  Sampan ‘s  Viewpoint  column:  Sampan,  90  Tyler  St.  Boston,  Ma.  02111. 
We  ask  that  you  include  a  phope  number  where  you  may  be  reached.  Your  number, 
of  course,  will  not  be  published.  If  you  would  like  to  respond  to  a  Viewpoint  column, 

you  may  write  us  at  the  same  address. 

‘  • 


Service  Providers 

for  Battered  Asian  Women 

Asian  Women’s  Project 

277-3648 

General  Advocacy 

Language  Capabilities:  Vietnamese, 

Cambodian,  Cantonese 

Massachusetts  Dept,  of  Public  Health, 
Women’s  Health  Division 

Cambodian  Women’s  Health  Project 

727-7222 

General  Advocacy 
Language  Capability:  Cambodian 

Vietnamese  Women’s  Health  Project 

727-7222 

General  Advocacy 

Language  Capability:  Vietnamese 

Neponset  Health  Center 

282-3200 

Language  Capability:  Vietnamese 

Greater  Boston  Legal  Services 
Asian  Outreach  Program 

357-5757,  xlllO 
Legal  Advocacy 

Language  Capabilities;  Cantonese, 

Mandarin,  Vietnamese,  Other  (will  provide 
translators) 

South  Cove  Health  Center 

482-7555 

Mental  and  Physical  Health  Services 
Language  Capabilities:  Cantonese, 

Mandarin,  Vietnamese,  Cambodian 

Harbor  Me 

884-8974 

General  Advocacy  and  Referrals  to  Seriaces 
and  Shelters 

Language  Capability:  Cambodian 

International  Institute  of  Boston 

537-1081 

General  Advocacy  and  Referrals 
to  Services  and  Shelters 
Language  Capability:  Vietnamese 

Asian  Task  Force  Against  Domestic  Violence 

739-6696 

General  Referrals  to  Services  and  Shelters 
Language  Capabilities:  Cantonese, 
Vietnamese,  Ceunbodian 

National  Hot  Line 

1-800-333-SAFE 

Massachusetts  Coalition  of  Battered 
Women’s  Service  Groups 
426-8492 


Speaking  Out  on  Court  Bias 


Attorneys  and  defendants,  court  in¬ 
terpreters  and  victim  advocates  came 
forward  recently  to  give  their  verdict  on 
how  justice  is  rendered  to  persons  of 
color  in  Massachusetts. 

As  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  con¬ 
ducted  its  last  hearing  on  racial  bias  in 
the  courts  at  the  Quincy  School  on  Dec. 
9,  some  fifty  observers  listened  intently 
to  testimonies  by  persons  who  had 
either  witnessed  or  been  victims  of 
biased  court  proceedings. 

Donald  Hope,  a  professor  of  social 
work  at  Boston  University,  and  former 
president  of  the  Urban  League, 
criticized  the  courts  for  not  updating  its 
system  to  better  serve  non-English 
speakers.  "There’s  an  English  first  at¬ 


titude,  such  as,  let  them  find  a  trans¬ 
lator,  let  them  find  out  what  a 
document  means.  People  arrive  at 
court  not  expecting  it  to  be  friendly." 

Hope,  who  also  taught  law  at  Suffolk 
University,  said  he  noticed  that  in  the 
1980s  when  Asians,  Latin  Americans, 
Africans,  and  other  groups  arrived  to 
this  country,  the  courts  did  little  to  un¬ 
derstand  the  different  belief  systems  of 
those  groups. 

Like  others  who  testified,  Hope 

pointed  to  the  low  number  of  people  of 
color  working  as  lawyers,  or  court  per¬ 
sonnel. 

Regina  Lee,  currently  director  of 
the  state  Office  for  Refugees  and  Im¬ 


migrants,  said  many  newcomers  cannot 
get  justice  because  "they  have  different 
ways  of  telling  a  story." 

"For  West  Africans,  it  is  rude  to 
answer  directly,"  said  Lee  who  coun¬ 
seled  Africans,  Afghanis,  and  Asians  in 
asylum  and  immigration  cases  for  10 
years  as  an  attorney  with  Greater  Bos¬ 
ton  Legal  Services.  "They  tell  a  story  by 
speaking  in  circles,  each  circle  getting 
smaller  and  smaller,  vmtil  they  reach 
the  point.  Can  you  imagine  the 
problems  they  must  face  in  the 
American  justice  system?" 

Asians  also  encounter  barriers  be¬ 
cause  of  body  language  differences, 
said  Lee.  "It’s  very  difficult  for  Asians 
to  advocate  for  ourselves.  Many  speak 
ivith  eyes  downcast,  not  looking  direct¬ 
ly  at  the  judge,  or  jury.  When  a  jury  sees 
this,  they  may  not  believe  the  person  is 
telling  the  truth." 

John  Peters,  director  of  the  Office  of 
Indian  Affairs,  stated  that  some  of  the 
problems  immigrants  face  are  similar 
to  the  problems  of  Native  Americans. 
More  than  once,  said  Peters,  he  has  had 
to  inform  the  state  courts  of  a  federal 

law  that  requires  Indian  foster  children 
be  placed  in  Native  American  families. 
"The  judges  usually  are  not  even  aware 
of  the  law,  and  it  takes  another  day  or 
so  for  them  to  check  into  it,"  said 
Peters. 

Many  persons  who  testified  said  the 
main  problem  immigrants  and  refugees 
face  in  court  is  the  lack  of  interpreters. 

Not  only  do  people  of  color  face 
barriers  in  the  courtroom,  but  they 
must  also  decode  confusing  forms.  Jodi 
Nishioka,  an  attorney  with  Greater 
Boston  Legal  Services  who  worked  in 
the  Asian  Outreach  Program,  said 
clients  had  touble  filing  documents 
without  an  interpreter.  She  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  courts  institute  an 
AT&T  interpreter’s  phone  system  in 
the  clerk’s  office,,  st^ar  ta-the  one 
'  used  in  the  Boston  Police  Department. 

Similar  hearings  have  been  con¬ 
ducted  in  Washington,  California, 
Michigan,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and 
Florida.  By  the  spring  of  1993,  the  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Coiut’s  Commission 
to  Study  Raci2d  and  Ethnic  Bias  in  the 
Courts  will  report  on  this  year’s  hear¬ 
ings.  The  Commission  will  recommend 
changes  for  the  entire  court  system, 
and  recommend  that  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  develop  a  monitoring 
body  to  respond  to  complaints  of  racial 
bias. 


STEP  TOWARD  A  BETTER  FUTURE  WITH 
BUNKER  HILL  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

— Day  &  Evening  Classes— 

*  Early  classes  begin  at  7  a.m.  for  those  on  their  way  to  work 

*  Afternoon  classes  for  those  who  work  the  late  shift 

*  Later  classes  for  people  on  their  way  home  from  work 

*  Friday  only  classes  for  those  who  can  schedule  one  day  free 
More  than  35  correspondence  courses 

More  than  50  associate  degree  and  certificate  programs 

Call  or  Come  Visit  Us! 

For  More  Information  or  to  Sign  up  for  Classes: 

Charlestown  Campus:  Info  sessions  -  M-Th,  3  p.m.;  Wed.,  10  a.m. 
Chelsea  Campus:  Monday-Thursday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Evening  Registration  Also  Available 


241>86(K),  txUlO,  atOtfttr  Richara 
889-5110 


n 

: 


Bunker  Hill 

COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE 

The  Chelsea  Campus  has  limited  handicapped  accessibility.  All  of  the  courses 
offered  at  the  Chelsea  Campus  are  available  at  the  BHCC  Charlestown  Campus. 

An  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative  Action  Institution 
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ter.  "When  dealing  with  Asians,  we 
have  to  take  into  account  different  his¬ 
tories,  different  experiences  of  war, 
and  trauma." 

The  cross-cultural  exchange  was  the 
most  fruitful  part  of  the  conference, 
said  Jodi  Nishioka,  one  of  the 
facilitators.  "I  think  fewer  people  will 
be  asking, '  why  do  Asian  women  stay  in 
these  abusive  situations  so  long?’ "  said 
Nishioka.  "For  an  Asian  woman,  losing 
the  family  may  be  worse  than  the  abuse. 
The  issue  is  a  private  one,  not  public. 
It’s  a  huge  step  for  an  Asian  woman  to 
even  tell  someone." 

Knowing  that  Asian  women  are 
reluctant  to  come  forward  is  critical  for 
human  services  workers  who  may  not 
suspect  an  Asian  client  is  being  abused, 
said  Nishioka. 


Once  a  woman  admits  she  has  been 
battered,  an  advocate  must  sensitively 
explore  the  options  available  and  as¬ 
sess  often  complicated  situations. 
While  demanding  the  man  leave  the 
premises  is  often  the  best  solution, 
"most  Asian  women  won’t  make  the 
man  leave  the  home.  They  think  of  it  as 
his  home.  And  sometimes,  the  woman 
is  living  with  in-laws  whom  she  can’t  ask 
to  leave,"  said  Nishioka. 


Sgt.  Detective  Pat  Levitan  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department’s  unit  on 
domestic  violence/victim  assistance 
said  women  who  are  being  battered 
should  first  call  911.  If  a  woman  needs 
an  interpreter,  she  will  have  to  ask  the 
911  operator  for  one.  "Stay  on  the  line, 
tell  the  operator  what  language  you 
speak,  ana  she  will  hook  you  into  an 

interpreter  through  our  electronic 

interpreter’s  system,"  said  Levitan. 

If  a  woman  has  been  injured,  a 
police  officer  is  required  to  remain  on 
the  scene  and  arrest  the  abuser.  The 
police  officer  is  also  required  to  get 
medical  help  for  the  woman,  assist  her 
in  locating  a  shelter,  and  protect  the 
safety  of  amy  children  involved.  The 
police  officer  must  also  inform  her  that 
she  has  a  right  to  an  emergency 
restraining  order. 


Under  a  1990  law,  the  restraining 
order  can  also  apply  to  a  person  who  is 
not  a  marrigage  partner.  When  filing  a 
restraining  order  with  a  judge  a  woman 
can  request  the  court  to:  order  the 
abuser  to  stop  the  violence,  leave  the 
premises,  or  pay  for  losses  suffered 
from  the  abuse.  She  can  also  ask  the 
court  to  give  her  temporary  custody  of 
the  children. 

A  woman  can  request  that  her  ad¬ 
dress  be  kept  confidential,  and  if  she 
decides  to  divorce  or  move,  the  court 
will  maintain  the  confidentiality.  The 
restraining  order  can  also  apply  to  her 
children’s  school,  or  her  work  place. 

If  the  man  violates  the  order,  police 
are  required  to  arrest  him.  However, 
many  police  officers  don’t  arrest  of¬ 
fending  batterers,  said  Nishioka.  Tech¬ 
nically,  an  arrest  can  only  be  made  if  the 
officer  perceives  the  man  has  violated 
the  order.  In  many  cases,  a  woman  will 
call  when  the  man  is  on  the  premises, 
and  by  the  time  the  officer  arrives,  the 
abuser  will  act  as  if  he  is  ready  to  leave, 
said  Nishioka. 

In  that  case,  a  woman  "shouldn’t  give 
up,"  said  Levitan.  She  should  call  911 
and  state  that  she  thinks  the  man 
should  be  arrested.  She  can  also  call  the 
local  police  district  and  ask  for  the  duty 
supervisor.  "She  can  call  me,  too.  Our 
job  is  to  protect  the  community.  I  want 
to  know  everything  that’s  happening." 
Levitan’s  number  is:  247-4350. 

In  the  future,  the  Asian  Task  Force 
on  Domestic  Violence  is  hoping  to  pro¬ 
vide  workshops  for  Boston  Police  of¬ 
ficers  on  domestic  violence  within  the 
Asian  community,  said  Nishioka. 

While  only  two  shelters.  Harbor  Me 
and  Renewal  House,  serve  Asian 
women,  there  are  agencies  that  provide 
counseling  and  referral  in  Can¬ 
tonese,  Cambodian,  Vietnamese,  and 
Mandarin  in  the  Boston  area  (see  ser¬ 
vice  chart,  pg.2). 

Shelter  directors  are  experimenting 
with  ways  to  make  Asian  women  feel 
more  at  ease.  One  shelter,  for  example, 
encourages  women  to  cook  food  front 
their  countries,  and  tell  the  other  shel¬ 
ter  residents  about  the  food,  and  their 
culture. 


Orie  obstacle  many  Asian  women 
face  is  not  understanding  the  strict 
rules  of  the  shelter.  To  protect  the 
safety  .of  the  residence,  no  one  can 
reveal  the  shelter’s  location,  a  rule 
which  is  often  broken  by  women  who 
don’t  understand  English  well,  said 
Nishioka.  Shelters  are  working  on  ways 
to  make  the  rules  more  understandable 
to  non-Enghsh  speaking  women,  said 
Nishioka. 


In  the  next  few  months,  conference 
leaders  plan  to  hold  dialog  groups  on 
various  issues  on  domestic  violence. 
The  purpose  will  be  to  create  new 
responses  that  fit  the  Asian  community, 
said  Tan.  "We  are  taking  responsibility 
to  find  the  answers  to  what  work  for  us." 


(C.Anderson) 
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Chinatown’s  share  of  the  funds. 

The  two  neighborhoods  will  also  get 
a  share  of  the  future  profits  of  Ruggles 
Center,  a  project  linked  to  One  Lincoln 
Street  by  a  development  concept 
known  as  parcel  to  parcel  linkage. 

Parcel  to  parcel  linkage  allows  one 
developer  to  acquire  and  build  two 
projects  at  the  same  time  -  one 
downtown  and  one  in  a  nearby  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

As  early  as  March  of  next  year,  con¬ 
struction  will  begin  at  Ruggles  Center 
with  a  nine-story,  165,000  square  foot 
facility  built  for  the  Department  of 
Motor  Vehicles,  Chan  said. 

The  Chinatown  and  Roxbury  com¬ 
mittees  will  each  receive  half  of  ten 
percent  of  the  future  net  operating  in¬ 
come  of  Ruggles  Center. 

The  building,  located  near  the  Rug¬ 
gles  Street  MBTA  station,  will  cost 
about  $31  million  -  made  up  of  about 
$18  million  in  private  investment  and 
including  over  $2.5  million  from 
African  American  and  Chinese  inves¬ 
tors. 

The  other  three  buildings  of  the 
project  will  have  to  wait  until  other 
users  aie  found,  Chan  said. 

Once  its  four  buildings  are  finished, 
Ruggles  Center  will  include  ap- 
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proximately  515,000  square  feet  of  of¬ 
fice  space  and  25,0(X)  square  feet  of 
retail  space. 

Chan  said  Ruggles  Center  will  also 
pay  $285,000  in  affordable  housing 
linkage  and  $57,000  in  job  training 
linkage  money.  This  money,  however, 
does  not  need  to  be  paid  until  two  years 
Eifter  the  building  is  either  finished  or 
occupied,  he  added. 

Both  Governor  Weld  and  Mayor 
Flynn  appointed  members  of  the  the 
Chinatown  and  Roxbury  committees. 
The  two  committees  will  decide  jointly 
on  how  the  money  is  channeled  into 
jobs  and  housing. 

"The  most  important  thing  for  this 
group  to  do  is  decide  on  a  shared 
vision,"  said  David  Moy,  a  member  of 
the  Chinatown  committee.  Moy  recom¬ 
mends  investing  the  money  in  order  to 
build  up  more  of  a  fund. 

"With  $3  million,  if  the  trust  fund 
committee  wanted,  the  fund  could  be¬ 
come  self-perpetuating,"  said  Moy. 
"The  wisest  thing  is  to  invest  it,  instead 
of  spending  the  whole  thing  as  it 
comes." 

Since  the  start,  Chinatown  has  ar¬ 
ranged  to  gain  this  community  money 
by  dealing  directly  with  the 
Metropolitan/Columbia  Plaza 
developers,  rather  than  having  to  com¬ 
pete  for  community  funds  dispersed  by 
the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority. 

The  Roxbury  committee  is  also 
preparing  to  go  to  work,  said  repre¬ 
sentative  Ricardo  Quiroga,  executive 
director  of  the  Hispanic  social  service 
organization  Casa  Esperanza.  "We  are 
very  enthusiastic  and  eager  to  get  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  new  conunittee,"  he 
said. 

He  also  said  relations  with 
Chinatown  were  improving.  "This  is  a 
very  unique  opportunity  where  two 
communities  are  working  together." 

Mayor  Raymond  L.  Flynn  ap¬ 
pointed  Richard  Chin,  of  the  South 
Cove  YMCA,  David  Moy,  of  the  Quin¬ 
cy  School  Community  Council;  and 
Linda  Chu,  from  the  South  Cove  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

Gov.  Weld  appointed  Peter  Bak 
Fun  Wong,  from  the  Quincy  School, 
and  Bill  Moy  from  the 
Chinatown/South  Cove  Neighborhood 
Coimcil.  State  Senator  William  Bulger 
and  Representative  Salvatore  DiMasi 
are  also  on  the  committee. 


CORRECTIONS:  Over  400  people 
attended  "Celebrating  Our  Many 
Voices:  A  Day  of  Cultural  and  Lan¬ 
guage  Diversity."  Also,  the  California 
cities  of  Pomona,  Monterey  Park,  and 
Rosemead  struck  down  their  ordinan¬ 
ces  requiring  primarily  English  signs 
last  year. 

A  paragraph  in  Fr.  George  B. 
Perera’s  article  on  Japan  and  Sri  Lanka 
should  have  read:  It  is  to  be  noted  that 
the  three  Asian  nations  -  India,  China, 
and  Burma  were  not  represented  at  the 
Conference.  Although  the  Philippines 
and  Indonesia  were  present,  it  was  not 
sure  whether  they  would  even  sign  the 
Peace  Treaty.  Hence,  J.R.’s  position 
was  vital  for  the  signing  of  the  Treaty. 
He  rose  to  the  occasion.  Although  he 
spoke  on  behalf  of  Sri  Lanka,  he  was 
convinced  that  he  expressed  "the  sen¬ 
timents  of  the  people  of  Asia  in  their 
general  attitude  to  the  future  of  Japan." 
J.R.’s  first  intervention  came  when  he 
spoke  in  defense  of  the  rules  of  proce¬ 
dure  and  opposed  the  position  of  the 
chief  Soviet  delegate,  Andrei 
Gromyko.  J.R.  observed,  "We,  though 
a  small  country,  have  suffered  much 
from  the  war.  We  have  constantly  con¬ 
sulted  in  drEifting  the  treaty  and  we  are 
thankful  to  the  U.S.  and  Britain  for  not 
accept!!^  the  earlier  Soviet  demand, 
and  for  inviting  all  countries  that  were 
at  war  to  the  Japanese  Peace  Con¬ 
ference." 
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Christmas  in  the  Little  Town  of  Negombo 

by  Fr.  George  B.  Perera 


My  childhood  Christmases 
were  spent  in  the  little  town  of 
Negombo,  Sri  Lanka.  When 
one  is  thousands  of  miles  away 
from  home  (as  I  am  now), 
there  are  certain  times  and 
seasons  of  the  year  when  one 
may  feel  homesick  and 
lonesome.  For  me,  one  such 
season  is  the  Season  of 
Christmas  and  New  Year. 

As  I  write  this,  a  flood  of 
memories  rush  through  me. 
They  are  like  a  videotape  that 
I  replay  in  the  screen  of  my 
mind.  When  I  was  a  child,  we 
did  not  have  shopping  malls 
with  pre-Christmas  sales.  The 
individual  shops  on  Main 
Street  would  display  some 
Christmas  wares  with 
Christmas  decorations.  Sri 
Lanka,  being  a  tropical 
country,  does  not  have  a 
winter  season.  Hence,  we  had 
no  white  Christmas.  But  I  do 
remember  hearing  "I’m 
Dreaming  of  a  White 
Christmas"  playing  over  and 
over  on  the  airwaves  of  what 
was  then  called  the  Ceylon 
Broadcasting  Corporation. 

When  1  was  a  cl^d,  I  always 
looked  forward  to  the  various 
kinds  of  kavung,  or  oil-cakes, 
as  they  are  known  in  the  Sin- 
hala  language.  In  our  home,  as 
well  as  in  many  homes  in 
Negombo,  kavung  and  kokis 
were  the  substitutes  for 
Christmas  cake.  I  used  to  sit  in 
the  kitchen  -  a  little  hut 

thatched  with  dried  coconut 
palm  leaves  called  cadjan -iu&t 
outside  our  two-roomed 
house  and  watch  my  mother 
making  ka\nmg.  If  I  were  lucky, 

I  could  taste  some  of  the 
ka\’ung  as  they  were  being 
made.  Once  made,  she  let  oil 
drip  from  them.  Then  they 
were  stored  in  a  clay  vessel,  a 
muttiya.  A  clean  piece  of  white 
cloth  securely  tied  to  the  top  of 
the  muttiya  kept  the  kavung 
fresh. 

When  I  came  to  the  United 
States  and  heard  children  talk- 
ing  about  the  "Cookie 
Monster,"  I  knew  what  they 
meant.  As  most  children  do,  I 
would  carefully  untie  the  white 
piece  of  cloth  and  help  myself 
to  a  few  kavung.  My  mother 
knew  (as  all  mothers  do)  that 
it  was  to  be  expected.  To  tell 
you  the  truth,  on  such  oc¬ 
casions,  these  kavung  certainly 
tasted  sweeter. 

From  kavung  to  Christmas 
was  not  a  far  cry.  As  a  child,  I 
do  not  remember  sending  or 
receiving  Christmas  cards. 
The  people  I  knew  were  all  in 
Negombo  within  walking  dis¬ 
tance.  At  least  for  me,  the 
highlight  of  the  Christmas 
season  was  the  midnight  Mass, 
when  I  served  as  an  altar  boy. 
As  the  choir  sang  "Gloria  in  ex 
celsis  Deo"  we  rang  the  altar 
bell  with  all  our  might.  And  the 
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bells  of  St.  Mary’s,  my  home 
parish,  rang  in  jubilation. 

As  soon  as  Mass  was  over, 
all  the  people  would  assemble 
in  the  church  compound.  As  if 
it  were  timed,  the  carol  cart  -  a 
cart  drawn  by  a  pair  of  oxen 
carrying  the  Christmas  carol 
singers  -  would  arrive.  They 
gave  their  first  performance  to 
those  in  the  church  com¬ 
pound.  The  parish  priest 
would  greet  them  and  bless 
them.  Then  the  carol  cart 
would  visit  various  spots  in 
town  singing  carols.  As  the 
years  went  by,  the  cart  was 
replaced  by  a  truck. 

I  always  enjoyed  such 
Christmas  performances.  I 
also  loved  the  viewing  of  the 
crib,  the  scene  depicting  the 
story  of  Christ’s  birth.  At  St. 
Maiy  s  parish,  the  crib  was  al¬ 
ways  placed  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  main  altar.  That  was  the 
side  I  used  whenever  I  at¬ 
tended  mass.  Prior  to  the  mid¬ 
night  service,  the  crib  would 
be  screened  off.  As  the 
celebrant  intoned  the  Gloria 
and  the  church  bells  rang,  the 
sacristan  would  pull  back  the 
curtain  to  reveal  the  porcelain 
statues  of  the  holy  mother  and 
child  bathed  in  the  light  of  a 
strong  bulb.  Around  them 
were  gathered,  I  remember, 
the  Rinall  shepherds  and  cat¬ 
tle,  St.  Joseph,  and  above,  the 
star  of  Bethlehem. 

Not  everyone  attended 


midnight  mass.  As  the  clock 
struck  12  midnight,  we  would 
hear  the  explosion  of  fire 
crackers  outside.  Then  the 
whole  neighborhood  would 
resound  with  the  noise  of  fire 
crackers  for  almost  half  an 
hour.  When  we  returned  home 
from  the  midnight  service,  the 
smell  of  smoke  would  be 
lingering  in  the  mildly  chilly 
weather  of  December.  More 
often  than  not,  it  was  my  father 
who  had  stayed  home  for  the 
fire  cracker  routine. 

Masses  were  over  by  10 
o’clock.  The  womenfolk,  most 
of  whom  attended  the  mid¬ 
night  Mass,  would  have  the 
noon  meal  ready  by  that  time. 
Mins  Malu  (a  dish  of  sea-fish 
cooked  with  a  specied  recipe 
with  chillies),  some 
vegetables,  seeni-samboX,  and 
pickles  would  be  ready  by 
Christmas  Eve  or  even  before 
that.  From  around  10  am, 
neighbors  would  gather  in  dif¬ 
ferent  homes  for  indoor 
games.  One  we  played  from 
the  first  day  of  Christmas 
through  the  New  Year  was  a 
coin  toss  game.  Most  of  om 
homes  had  cemented  floors.  A 
large  square  with  smaller 
squares  inside  would  be  drawn 
on  the  floor  in  white  chalk.  Six 
to  eight  players  would  stand 
around  the  outer  square.  Each 
player  in  turn  would  toss  a  coin 
in  the  air.  The  player  whose 
coin  landed  in  the  midmost 
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point  of  any  square  won. 
Usually,  the  coins  used  were  of 
one  cent  denomination. 

While  the  children  and 
womenfolk  played  this  game, 
the  men  played  card  games. 
My  Papa  and  our  next-door 
neighbor.  Uncle  Nicholas, 
would  play  cards  and  drink 
either  toddy,  made  from  the 
sap  of  the  seasoned  coconut 
flower  or  coconut  wrack,  a 
drink  made  from  distilled 
toddy.  Mama  provided  short- 
eats  such  as  masala  vade,  fried 
potatoes,  filed  prawns  or  fried 
Jadi.  These  were  known  as 
"Taste"  that  went  along  with 
drinks. 

The  games  would  stop 
around  12  noon,  an  unoffici^ 
lunch-break.  It  was  time  for 
our  family  gathering  and  meal. 
We  lived  in  a  two-roomed 
house.  We  did  not  have  a  table 
that  would  accommodate  my 
parents,  four  sisters,  my 
brother  and  myself. 

When  the  meals  were 
ready,  mats  would  be  spread 
on  the  cement  floor.  We  sat  in 
a  circle  while  my  Papa  would 
lead  the  prayers.  On  that  oc¬ 
casion,  he  would  pass  around 
a  glass  of  toddy.  I  do  not 
recall  the  content  of  our  con¬ 
versations.  At  the  end  of  the 
meal,  plantains,  my  father’s 
favorite,  were  served.  When 
the  mejil  was  over,  he  would 
lead  us  in  a  litany  of  petitions 
and  thanksgiving.  Because  of 
our  schooling,  and  Papa’s 
work  in  the  grocery  store,  we 
did  not  get  a  chance  to  meet  as 
a  family  for  our  meals.  These 
meals  were  then  very  special. 

In  the  late  afternoon,  my 
sister,  brothers,  and  myself 
would  put  on  our  Christmas 
clothes  -  new  clothes  stitched 
for  Christmas  -  and  go  on  our 
roimd  visiting  uncles  and  aun¬ 
ties,  grandparents  and  god¬ 


parents. 

These  are  the  memories  of 
Christmases  spent  in  the  little 
town  of  Negombo  till  I  was 
eighteen  years  old.  After  that 
age,  I  entered  the  Major  Semi¬ 
nary  of  Our  Lady  of  Lanka  at 
Ampitiya,  Kandy,  to  study 
philosophy  and  theology  in 
preparation  for  the  priest¬ 
hood. 

My  childhood  Christmases 
were  without  Santa  Claus, 
without  greeting  cards, 
without  TV  and  without  snow. 
Yet  I  never  missed  any  one  of 
the  above  for  they  were  not 
part  of  my  childhc^  culture. 
When  Christmastime  came  to 
our  home  in  Negombo,  I  used 
to  make  a  small  Christmas  crib 
with  a  single  torchlight  bulb 
powered  by  two  battery  cells. 
Each  year,  I  made  it  a  little 
different. 

In  memory  of  those  past 
times- 

O  Little  Town  of  Negombo, 
I  see  you  lie  there  across 
the  seas 

washed  by  the  waves 
from  the  Indian  Ocean. 

As  the  snow  falls  and 
the  cold  winds  blow 
in  this  distant  land, 
as  Christmas  comes 
once  more, 

I  recall  loving  memories 

of  Papa  and  Mama, 

Lotilda  and  Irene, 
of  Gerry,  Anicia  and 
Meckensia . . . 
all  in  One  -  One 
Happy  Family 
of  Christmas  memory! 


Interested  in  forming  a 
South  Asiem  Culture  Group? 
Call  Fr.  George  B.  Perera  at: 
298-9669. 


NETWORK 


Full-time  reneuxible  one  year  consultant  ' 
opportunity  with  the  Department  of  Education 
for  an  experienced  manager  in  Information  Services. 

The  ideal  candidate  will  be  famiUaf  with  a  broad  rar^/e  of 
information  system  technology  including  data  base 
administration,  distributed  computing,  €X3mputer  operations, 
operating  systems,  and  tools  covl  utilities  Krtowlet^e  of  the 
application  development  cycle,  L-AN  and  related  technical 
support  issues  is  a  must.  Applicemt  should  have  experience 
with  Systems  Network  Architecture  (SNA),  Novell,  Banyan, 
SBX/IBX  TCFYIB  and/or  DBX)  net,  IBM  PC,  Apple  Macintosh 
and  a  proven  ability  to  train  a  wide  variety  of  users 
Qualifications:  A  two  or  four  year  degree  (preferable  technical) 
plus  five  years  martagerial  or  supervisory  experience  with 
excellent  oral  and  written  communication  skills.  Salary: 
$52,000  -  $60,000.  Deadline  for  application  is  January  3, 
1992.  Por  application  call  (617)  770-7335 


CENTRAL  ARTERY/ 

_  TUNNEL  PROJECT 

MhefollQwmg  openHigs^  for 
1  candidates:  - 

NvKONMENTAL 

,  include  technical  consimclion  of  dte 

bnition  AppUcanis  should  have  an  M.S.  or 

rrunncl  Project  in  Boston.  W  .nj  communica- 


BECHTEL/PARSONS  BRINCKERHOFF 

(A  Joint  Venture  c/BecMiel  Corporation  and  Parsons  Brinckerhoff'Qnade  ^  Dciig!as,Inc.) 

Human  Resources,  Dept.  SP1220  One  South  Station  Boston,  MA  021 10 

Aa  Equal  Oppo<Binil>  Enqrfoycr  M/F/H/V  Pnoc^alf  ooly 


Dec.  20,  1991 


Sampan 


Bow  Sim  Mark 

continued  from  page  1 

Newton.  She  has  an  ongoing 
class  at  Boston  University  as 
well  as  the  classes  she  teaches 
at  the  Wushu  Institute.  Mark 
also  teaches  students  who  at- 
tend  the  schools  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Chinese  Cul¬ 
tural  Association."!  teach 
everyday,  and  my  students  are 
young,  old,  women,  men. 
Wushu  is  for  everyone,  no 
matter  what  your  age,  or  who 
you  are,"  said  Mark. 

While  a  new  group  of  stu¬ 
dents  glide  swiftly  over  the 
yin/yang  symbol  imbedded  on 
her  studio  floor,  Mark  stops 
for  a  minute  to  show  off  photos 
and  scrapbooks  of  her  long 
career.  Trophies  and  awards 
line  one  whole  wall  of  the 
studio.  Hanging  on  a  bulletin 
board  is  a  recent  letter  from 
Hollywood  kung-fu  star,  John 
Saxon.  His  praise  for  her  work, 
calling  it  "significant  art,  .  .  . 
something  that  is  formed  by 
deep  human  feeling,"  validates 
her  purpose,  she  says,  to  edu¬ 
cate  Americans  of  the  beauty 
of  martial  arts. 

Bow  Sim  Mark’s  career 
began  when  she  was  a  girl 
learning  martial  arts  from 
local  masters,  among  them  the 
well-known  Fu  Wing  Fay  in 
Canton.  From  1973  to  1975, 
she  was  chief  instructor  of  the 
Women’s  Wushu  Association 
in  Hong  Kong.  While  living  in 
Hong  Kong,  she  also  was  the 

instructor  for  the  Miramar 
Traditional  Dance  Company. 

In  1976,  Mark  moved  to 
Boston  and  founded  the 
Wushu  Research  Institute.  At 


the  same  time,  she  perfected 
her  form  in  international  com¬ 
petitions.  In  1981,  she  per¬ 
formed  at  the  National  Wushu 
Competition  in  China,  and 
later  spent  four  months  re- 
searchmg  wushu  at  the  Beijing 
Physical  Culture  Institute. 

Mark  won  a  gold  medal  for 
her  performance  of  combined 
tai  chi  chuan  at  the  First  Inter¬ 
national  Tai  Chi  Chuan  and 
Sword  Competition  in  Wuhan, 
China,  in  1984.  The  following 
year,  she  was  a  member  of  the 
U.S.  martial  arts  masters 
team,  which  participated  in 
the  First  IntemationjJ  Wushu 
Tournament  in  Xian,  China. 

Years  before  coming  to  the 
United  States,  Mark 
developed  the  simplified  tai 
chi  chuan  form  while  she 
worked  with  the  Chinese  Na¬ 
tional  Athletic  Commission. 
Fourteen  thousand  athletes 
from  China  and  Japan  per¬ 
formed  her  form  in  the  open¬ 
ing  ceremonies  of  the  1990 
Asian  Games. 

Mark’s  two  children  are 
also  wushu  experts.  Her  son, 
Donnie  Yee,  has  staired  in 
martial  arts  movies  and  TV 
series  in  Hong  Kong.  Her 
daughter,  Chi  Ching  Yen,  was 
a  member  of  the  U.S.  wushu 
team  in  Xian  and  was  awarded 
third  place  in  the  women’s  all¬ 
round  division. 

The  highly  acclaimed  artist 
has  been  interviewed  fre¬ 
quently  on  Boston  TV  and  for 
magazines  and  newspapers 

publialicd  here  and  abroad. 

The  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network  ran  her  seven  part 
series  on  Tai  Chi  earlier  this 


year.  In  addition,  Mark  has 
developed  dozens  of  books, 
instructional  posters,  films, 
and  videotapes  on  wushu  for 
the  general  public. 

Mark  has  given  wushu  per- 
formances  in  Germany, 
England  and  France,  as  well  as 
Hong  Kong  and  China.  In  one 
German  wushu  performance, 
the  50-seat  auditorium  was 
filled  to  capacity,  and  people 
were  standing  in  the  aisles, 
said  Mark. 

The  highlight  of  her  career, 
though,  says  Mark,  is  to  per¬ 
form  wushu  theater,  a  com¬ 
bination  of  Chinese  opera  and 
martial  arts.  She  has 
developed  a  sword  dance  in  a 
piece  called  "The  Song  of 
Yang  Quang."  She  began  to  in¬ 
clude  wushu  movements  in 
theater  with  her  production  of 
"The  Quest  for  the  Magic 
Herb"  in  1989  at  Suffolk 
University.  She  also  has  used 
martial  arts  techniques  to  per¬ 
form  the  "Tale  of  the  White 
Snake." 

"I  feel  very  powerful  when  I 
finish  doing  the  sword  dance," 
said  Mark,  who  hopes  to  fur¬ 
ther  develop  this  unique  style 
of  storytellkig  and  wushu.  "I 
feel  so  much  energy  in  my 
mind,  and  in  my  life." 

Mark  will  perform  in  this 
year’s  First  Night  Celebration 
at  Don  Bosco  Technical  High 
School  on  Dec.  31.  Two  shows 
in  tai  chi  and  shaolin  forms  will 
be  featured,  one  from  7:30  pm 
to  8  pm,  and  another  from  8:30 

pm  to  Q  pni" 


Four  Ships  Come  Sailing  In 
This  New  Year’s  Eve 


Five  hundred  years  after 
Columbus,  both  immigrants 
and  Native  Americans  have  a 
lot  to  say.  "The  Telling  Circle: 
Boats  Coming  Together,"  a 
multidisciplinary  art  display  of 
four  boats  representing 
Asians,  African  Americans, 
Europeans  and  Latinos,  offers 
another  take  on  what  we’ve 
called  Columbus’s  "new 
world."  Through  color  and  im¬ 
agery,  -music  and  video,  each 
30-foot  boat  will  tell  the  story 
of  its  passengers. 

On  Dec.31,  for  Boston’s 
First  Night  celebration,  the 
boats  wiU  converge  on  a  plat¬ 
form  that  resembles  the  four 
points  of  the  compass  set  in 
.City  Hall  Plaza.  The  Native 
American  story  will  be  told 
through  10-foot  high  puppets 
representing  the  four  ele¬ 
ments:  a  lizard  for  fire,  a  be2ur 
to  represent  earth,  a  bird  to 
represent  air,  and  a  fish  for 
water.  At  the  center  will  be  a 
white  domed  structure  that 
will  emit  light  and  sound. 

To  carry  the  story  of  Asia’s 
diverse  cultures,  "East  Winds," 
the  Asian  boat,  will  display 
modern  shadow  puppets. 
"One  thing  that  unites  Asian 
cultures  is  the  shadow  pup¬ 
pet,"  said  artist  Wen-ti  Tsen. 
In  the  back  of  the  boat,  a  video 
of  Asian  immigration  will  be 
shown.  Along  the  sides,  pic¬ 


tures  of  food,  another  unifying 
element  of  Asian  culture,  said 
Tsen,  will  be  pamted  on  the 
sides.  The  boat  will  be  painted 
in  bright  Chinese  New  Year 
colors  -  reds,  pinks,  blues,  and 

yellow.  At  the  bow  of  the  boat, 
Tsen  will  paint  a  Tibetan  face. 

The  project  hatched  after 
weeks  of  brainstorming  to 
design  a  collaborative  project. 
"This  idea  is  good  because 
each  culture  can  express  itself 
to  its  fullest  extent,"  said  Tsen, 
standing  in  the  sawdust  filled 
South  Boston  warehouse  be¬ 
side  the  East  Winds.  "And  in 
Boston,  it’s  not  very  often  that 
diverse  communities  can  work 
together."  All  the  boats  except 
for  the  European  one  shared 
the  donated  South  Boston 
space. 

"This  is  a  new  discovery," 
said  Tsen,  pointing  to  the  half- 
made  East  Winds -"We’re  com¬ 
ing  toward  the  end  of 
imperialism  in  the  world,  and 
we’re  arriving  at  a  new  cultime. 
This  looks  toward  m2my  more 
interchanges,  more  vitality  of 
different  nations." 

The  East  Winds,  up  for  only 
three  hours  on  Dec.  31,  from  7 
pm  to  11:30  pm,  is  looking  for 
a  permanent  port  in  a  school 
or  cultural  center.  Tsen  can  be 
reached  at  547-2965. 


Taken  Seriously  They  Become  Reality 


Dreams  are  only  impractical  if  you  do  not  have  the  ambition 
or  support  to  realize  them.  The  Boston  Company  is  a  financial 
services  leader  and  a  subsidiary  of  Shearson  Lehman  Brothers, 
Inc.,  an  American  Express  company.  Here,  fresh  ideas  and 
creativity  are  not  only  encouraged,  but  rewarded  through  new 
challenges  and  career  advancement. 

We  are  looking  for  the  following  individuals: 

•  Accountants 

•  Auditors  (with  banking  experience) 

•  Mutual  Fund  Managers 

•  Fund  Administrators 

•  Legal  Fund  Accountants 

•  Sales  Representatives  (whole  &.  institutional) 

•  Individuals  with  securities  background 

The  Boston  Company  offers  competitive  salaries,  excelleiit 
benefits  and  exceptional  opportunities  for  advancement.  To 
apply,  please  forward  your  resume  and  salary  requirements  to 
The  Boston  Company,  Qient  Services  Center;  Dept.  S3,  One 
Cabot  Road,  WTOID,  Medford,  MA  02155.  An  equal 
Of^rtunity  employer,  MIFIHIW. 


A  subsidiary  of  Shearson  Lehman  Brothers,  Inc. 

An  American  Express  company,  ©1991  The  Boston  Company,  Inc. 


Simplified  Tai  Chi  Chuan 

Instructional  Videotape 

Master  Bow  Sim  Mark 


International  Tai  Chi  Gold  Medalist 


Standardized  form  used  at 
1990  Asian  Game  in  Beijitv^  by  i  AOO  performers 


•  Easy  to  follow  •  Step  by  Step  Instruction 

•  Split  Screen  •  50+  Minutes 

•  24  movement  form 

In.structional  Videotape  $69.95 

Instructional  Videotape  Plus 
Simplified  Tai  Chi  Chuan  Book  $74.95 

.MA  n-siilcntN  add  sales  ia\  LS  Hriorily  .Mail  .i  da>  delivers  ad<l  S3.25 

Free  catalog  of  martial  arts  books,  posters,  and  super  8  films 

Chinese  Wushu  Research  Institute 

246  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston.  Massachusetts  02111 

Telephone:  (617)  426-0958 


r» 


I  r 


6 


Sampan 

fomoBsasi 


Community  Calendar 


ARTS 


Nov.  1  through  Jan.  18, 
1992:  "Chinese  Folk  Paint¬ 
ings"  at  the  Chinese  Culture 
Institute,  276  Tremont  St., 
Boston. 

Paintings  by  farmers 
from  Wangxia  Village  of 
northwestern  Hebei  province 
give  a  vivid  picture  of  rural 
China.  The  exhibit  has  been 
expanded  to  include  not  only 
people  from  Wangxia,  but  also 
folk  artists  from  all  over 
XINJI,  a  rural  community  of 
over  half  a  million  farmers, 
laborers,  artisans,  and 
tradespeople  living  today  in 
much  the  same  way  as  they 
have  for  generations  on  the 
windswept  north  China  plain. 

Dec.  31:  Boston’s  First 
Night  Celebration  Features 
Asian  Artists: 

Chinese  Culture  Connec¬ 
tion,  "Oriental  Express  Out¬ 
reach"  Make  your  own 
Chinese  Opera  mask,  have 
your  face  painted  in  Chinese 
style,  or  have  your  name  trans- 
lated  into  Chinese.  Hynes 
Convention  Center  -  Exhibit 
Hall  C.  3  pm  to  8  pm. 

Jo  Ha  Kyu  Performance 
Group,  "Brownsville  Girls" 
Stylized  adaption  of  Japanese 
bugaku  dance  form  with  a 
Western  cowboy  look.  Neilson 
Gallery,  6:45  pm,  7:30  pm,  8:15 
pm,  9:45  pm,  and  10:30  pm. 


Chinese  Wushu  Research 
Institute,  "A  Wushu  Sampler" 
Demonstrations  of  Tai  Chi 
and  Shaolin  forms  of  martial 
arts  performed  in  traditional 
costumes  and  accompanied  by 
music  and  narration.  Don 
Bosco  Techincial  High 
School,  7  pm  and  8  pm. 

Yao  Li’s  Rung  Fu 
Academy,  "Rung  Fu  Academy" 
A  fast  paced  showcase  of  in¬ 
dividual  forms,  weapon 
routines  and  fighting  sets,  in¬ 
cluding  demonstrations  by 
junior  performers.  Don  Bosco 
High  School,  9  pm  and  10:15 
pm. 

"The  Telling  Circle:  Boats 
Coming  Together"  An  en- 
\ironment  installation  of  boats 
that  symbolizes  the  arrival  of 
diverse  cultures  that  have 
come  to  America.  "East 
Winds,"  by  Wen-ti  Tsen  is  the 
Asian  boat  featured.  City  Hall 
Plaza,  7  pm  to  11:30  pm. 

Asian  Films  at  the 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  in 
January: 

Chinese  Ghost  Story  III  by 
Tsui  Hark  (Hong  Kong,  1991): 
January  3,  6  pm  and  8  pm; 
January  5,  at  12:30  pm. 

Beijing  Watermelon  by 
Nobuhiko  Obayashi  (1989): 
January  9,  7:30  pm;  J^m.  10, 
5:30  pm. 

Bakayaro!  I’m  Plenty  Mad 
by  Yoshimitsu  Morita  (1989): 


January  9,  5:30  pm;  Jan.  10, 
8:15  pm. 

Takeshi  (Childhood  Days) 
by  Masahiro  Shinoda  (1990): 
January  16,  7:45  pm;  January 
17, 5:30  pm. 

Yen  Family  by  Yojiri  Takita 
(1987):  January  16,  5:30  pm; 
January  17, 7:45  pm. 

465  Huntington  Ave.,  Bos¬ 
ton.  617-267-9300 


BULLETIN  BOARD 


January  11,  1992:  Boston 
Chinatown  Post  328  of  the 
American  Legion  will  sponsor 
a  Beginner/Intermediate 
Ballroom  Dancing  Class  from 
11  am  to  noon  for  eight  con¬ 
secutive  Saturdays.  A  profes¬ 
sional  instructor  will  teach 
ballroom  form,  shape  and  eti¬ 
quette.  Fee  is  $5  per  hour 
($40).  Limited  space.  Call 
Dave  or  Dot  Ching  at  617-489- 
1144  or  377-4355. 

January  30,  1992: 

Workshop  on  Immigration- 
Related  Job  Discrimination  at 
the  Adult  Resource  Literacy 
Institute,  989  Conunonwealth 
Ave.,  Boston.  From  2  pm  to 
4pm.  Call  Steve  Reuys,  617- 
782-8956. 

The  Greater  Boston 
Chinese  Golden  Age  Center 
receives  a  grant  from  the  West 
Suburban  Elders  Services  to 
provide  community  services  to 


EAGLE  HILL  HOUSING 

237-239  Trenton  Street 
East  Boston,  MA  02128 

Four  (3)  Bedroom  Condominium  Units  1,350  sq.  ft,  IV2  baths 
and  garage.  Sales  Price:  $80,000.00  MHFA  1st  Time 
Homeowner  Mortgages  Available. 

Eligibility  Income  Requirment:  Family  Income  $25,000  — 
$43,000.  A  5  percent/ $4,000  Downpayment  is  required. 


FOR  APPLICATIONS  &  FURTHER  INFORMATION 

CALL 

East  Boston  Community  Development  Corporation 
72  Marginal  Street 
East  Boston,  Massachusetts  02128 

PHONE:  569-5590 

Office  Hours  are:  Monday  -  Friday 

9:00  am  -  5:00  pm 

Deadline:  December  1,  1991 

Participation  by  MHFA 
City  Boston  Public  Facilities  Department 


tCUAl  MOWNC 
OPPOKTUNin 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


Dec.  20, 1991 


Chinese  elders  who  live  in  the 
West  Suburban  Area,  includ¬ 
ing  Belmont,  Brookline, 
Needham,  Newton,  Waltham, 
Watertown,  Wellesley,  and 
Weston.  This  community  ser- 
Nice  is  provided  in  Brighton 
House,  located  at  677 
Cambridge  St.,  Brighton,  Ma. 
02135.  The  community  ser¬ 
vices  include  transportation  to 
and  from  Brighton  House.  We 
also  provide  services  like 
referral,  escort  and  inter¬ 
pretation.  The  transportation 
services  enable  the  Chinese 
elders  to  attend  daily 
acitmties  such  as  English  clas¬ 
ses,  Tai  Chi  exercises,  bingo 
and  Chinese  video.  The  agen¬ 
cy  also  helps  the  elderly  apply 
for  Supplemental  Security  In¬ 
come,  medicare,  medicaid 
and  housing.  If  anyone  wants 
to  make  a  referral,  support 
through  a  donation,  or  has  a 
question,  call  617-789-4289. 


BE  AN  ACE,  DONATE 
YOURSRATES! 

Boston  Chinese  YES  is 
starting  a  youth  ice  skating 
club.  Donations  of  new&  used 
skates  would  be  appreciated 
by  our  enthusiastic  young  ath¬ 
letes.  Donations  to  YES,  199 
Harrison  Ave.,  Boston.  For 
pick-up,  call  482-4243.  Our 
warmest  thanks!  ^ 


OFFICE  SRILLS  TRAIN¬ 
ING  PROGRAM 
At  the  Chinese  American 
Civic  Association,  90  Tyler 
Street.  If  youare  a  low-income 
Boston  resident,  you  are 
eligible  to  participate  in  this 
free  full-time  21  week  training 
program.  Program  runs  from 
January  13  to  June  12,  1992, 
Mon-Fri.,  8:30  am  to  3:^  pm. 

Apply  in  person  at  CACA. 
First  round  of  testing  will  be 
held  Dec.  3  to  Dec.  17, 1991. 
For  more  information,  call 
426-9492  and  ask  for  Betsy. 

WhaVs  New, 
Who’s  New 


*  George  Joe,  director  of 
the  Chinatown/South  Cove 
Neighborhood  Council  was 
recently  appointed  by  Mayor 
Ra3miond  Rynn  to  serve  on 
Boston’s  new  school  commit¬ 
tee.  Asian  leaders,  Libby  Chiu, 
Vivian  Li,  and  Dang  Pham 
made  the  final  list  of  32  can¬ 
didates. 

*Look  for  bright  red  Sam¬ 
pan  newsboxes  at  the  comers 
of  Beach  St.  and  Harrison 
Ave.,  Oxford  St.  and  Beach 
St.,  and  Washington  St.  and 
Oak  St. 


The  next  issue  of  Sampan 
will  be  published  on  Jan.  31, 
1992.  Press  releases  and  ad¬ 
vertisements  which  require 
typesetting  or  artwork  are  ac¬ 
cepted  up  to  Wednesday,  Jan. 
15,  1992.  Camera-ready  ads 
are  accepted  up  to  Monday, 
Jan.  20,  1991. 


QUINCY  -Section  8  Welcome 

Brand  new  1  &  2  BDR  apts.  starting  at  $717.00  including  heat  &  hot 
water.  WaU  to  wall  ceurpet,  bedconies,  covered  p2irking  &  shopping  van. 
Near  T  &  bus.  Call  Kendrigan  Place  (617)  770-2004.  EOH,  HP  accessible. 


CENTRAL  ARTERY/ 
TUNNEL  PROJECT 


We  have  the  following  opening  for  a  qualified  candidate: 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS  SYSTEM  ENGINEER 

Responsibililics:To  review  and  analyze  conlractorsubmiued  two-way  radio,  broad¬ 
cast  radio  telephone  and  fiberoptic  MAN+ common  earner  telecommunications 
designs-  to  evaluate  vendor  specifications  against  functional  rcquiremenu  and 
observe  contractors  during  instaUalion  to  ensure  compliance.  Bachelors  degree  and 
experience  in  projcci/constructiCTi 

BECHTEL/PARSONS  BRINCKERHOFF 

(A  Jwni  Vtntttre  of  Bechtel  Corporation  and 
Parsons  Brinckerhoff  Quade  A  Dou^as,  Inc.) 

Human  Resources,  Dept.  SP  1220 
One  South  Station  Boston,  MA  02110 

Ac  Equal  Qppoitunity  Enylgyer  M/FAI/V  Phoc^ali  only 


$89,000-$90,000! 

New  Single  Family  Homes 
at  “Allendale”  in  Medfield 

Available  to  quedified  moderate  Income,  first-time  homebuyers:  a 
limited  number  of  detached,  2/3  BR  homes  for  sale  by  Medfield  Com¬ 
munity  Development  Corporation  under  the  guidelines  established  by 
the  Local  Initiative  Program  of  the  Executive  Office  of  Communities  and 
Development.  Buyers  will  be  selected  from  a  list  of  eligible  applicants  by 
Lottery.  To  request  an  application  and  Information  brochure  plerise 
write:  Medfield  Affordable  Housing  Committee  Town  House,  Main 
Street,  Medfield,  MA  02052.  Applications  to  the  same  address  by  Jan 
31,  1992.  To  be  held  at  Medfield  Public  Library,  Main  St,  Information 
sessions:  Jan  8  &  22, 1992, 7-9  pm.  Confidential  counselling;  Jan  11 
&  25,  1992,  11  am  -  1  pm. 

An  Equal  Housing  Opprortuntty 
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J.S.  WATERMAN  &  SONS 

495  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE  BOSTON,  MA  02215  TEL:  (617) 

536-4110 

Dignified  Service  to  the  Chinese  Community  for  Many  Years 
Your  Advantage  is  Our  Reputation 
for 

Stability.  Reliability,  Integrity,  Trust 
and 

Satisfactory  Service  for  Many  Years 


•  (tffl  •  urn  •  SKx 


Waring-Ashton  Funeral  Homes 
FALL  RIVER  AND  SWANSEA 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Thank  you  for  your  trust  and  confidenace  in  us. 
Your  Family  of  Friends  at 

J.S.  WATERMAN  &  SONS 

Eastman-Warlng 
Sumner  James  Waring,  Jr.,  Pres. 


Serving  Southern  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island 
at 

Waring-Ashton  Funeral  Homes 
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j.sWaterman  &  Sons 

Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes 
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4tS  CommonwMlti  Ami.  K«rwnor«  SquM 
jwtetan  of  ConmonwMlh  Av*.  4  BMCon  SL 
ofipoMt  BrooUmo  Am. 

(617)536-1110 


Surntm  Jfn0s  Wsring  Jr..  Pr^s. 


Wellesley 
ses  WMfwtglon  Si, 
R».l6NMioWolMloy 
(617)235-4110 
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IMMIGRATION  LAW 
ROBERT  J.  GAYNOR 


ATTORNEY 

One  Boston  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108 


(61A  723-6200 
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*  Permanent  Resident  Status 

*  Family-I>ased  Visa  Petitions 

*  Temporary  Work  Visas 

*  Labor  Certiflcations 

*  Investors 

*  Naturalization  and  Citizenship 

*  Deportation  Proceedings 
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